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    It’s hard to know who to listen to today, isn’t it?  Health Experts tell us butter is good, then its 
bad, then its good again.  Some sports Commentators tell us the Seattle will win the Super bowl 
tonight, while others assure us New England will win.  Political pundits, News analysts, so many 
competing voices, even Preachers claiming the “one true gospel,” and we don’t all agree.  Life 
can be very VERY noisy. 
 
    We hear the noise and we want to check the facts.   We really do!  We would love to listen to 
multiple perspectives and try to make our own reasoned conclusion, but in our busy world too 
many of us don’t make the time.  So we often end up listening to the people we will generally 
agree with because it takes too much energy to listen to those who will challenge our 
perspective.  It’s a question of who do we understand as an authority?     
 
        Authority is front and center in our bible story.  The word Authority comes from the Latin 
word, “Augere,” which means “to cause to grow,“ or “to augment that which already is.”        
 
    Today we meet Jesus in the early days of his public ministry; most people don’t know him.  
Jesus has entered the synagogue at Capernaum; a pretty good sized city with a lot of 
commerce; located along ancient trade routes.  Here an amazing thing happens.   
 
    The people listening to Jesus become inspired and convinced.  They experience Jesus as 
increasing their faith, enlarging their hope and increasing their love for God and all God has 
made.   The congregation hears Jesus speaking and the narrator tells us, “they were astonished 
at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”   
 
   This is a story from the underside of Life.  Jesus is clearly an outsider.  He didn’t have any star 
power yet, he didn’t have wealth, he didn’t have a wall full of diplomas.  Jesus is a poor Jewish 
peasant from Galilee which ranks him low in Capernaum society and even lower on the list of 
Sunday school teachers at the Synagogue.  Yet, Jesus demonstrates how the simplest, poorest 
person in the world can speak with Authority if they embody wisdom and integrity which others 
find compelling.   
 
    So the first question we might ask related to authority is, Who do we listen to?  Not just for 
Super bowl predictions or weather forecasts?  Who do we listen to for truth?  Who rekindles 
our compassion when our tank runs dry?  Who prods us to love when the world becomes 
unloving?  Who prompts us to forgive when revenge seems so right?  Who calls us back to 
peace when War seems the only way out?  Who do we listen to?  Do we only listen to people 
who come from our age, ethnic and economic background, or do we risk to listen to someone 
we might never think to listen to?  Do we seek out voices which challenge us to grow?  Voices 
that may come from the underside of life? 
 



    Then there is the second question related to Authority?  See when God gives us life it is not 
just a gift for us.  God doesn’t heal, comfort, empower, and forgive for our own personal 
enjoyment.  God is working through us.  After we offer prayers of gratitude, the second part of 
Authority is finding our voice!  How do we become the Still Speaking people of a Still Speaking 
God?  We each have a story to tell about God’s gift of abundant life, God’ s restoration, God’s 
blessing and our story can become a roadmap, an inspiration, even a hope to others.  How do 
we share our Faith story?   
 
    Mark 1:21-28 is a story within a story, this is a characteristic of Mark’s gospel and the author 
doesn’t just stick two stories together to confuse us.  When we receive a story within a story we 
often discover the two stories shed light upon each other.  Here, after teaching with authority, 
Our Savior backs up his teaching by exorcizing a demon.   
 
   Now this raises some questions for us.  We know the strict cleansing rituals required of 
anyone who was to enter the Synagogue.  A man with a demon would have never been allowed 
to enter, so we wonder, how did that impure man get into the synagogue?  Is this another case 
of God giving us a lesson from the underside of life?  Still Jesus doesn’t send the man out, he 
decides to use this as an opportunity to reveal God. 
 
    In both of these stories, told to shed light upon the other, Jesus the outsider reveals how the 
Kindom of God has come for those who are far away from the Kingdoms of this world.   God’s 
Kindom is here for those knocked down by the institutions and constructions of society.  The 
Kindom has drawn near to all who have fallen through the cracks of status quo.   
 
      It’s ironic how the only one who recognizes Jesus in this story immediately, the one who 
isn’t surprised at all at Jesus’ authority, is the demon.  Demons in the ancient world were 
understood to be more powerful than humans, but less powerful than God.  In this way the 
story functions to further portray Jesus as filled with, and sent by the Spirit of God.  As our 
messiah.  With the arrival of Jesus the author is trying to relay the powerful promise that in 
Jesus, ‘all things demonic are on their way out.”   
 
    We can make the argument that Jesus’ authority came because his actions matched his 
words.  He lived what he preached.  No hypocrisy here.  While that is true, I believe if we stop 
there we miss the deeper reality of Jesus’ Authority, an authority breathed into him by the 
Spirit of God.   
 
    To me, when Jesus heals, or feeds, or befriends people – something almost dead in the 
human soul sits up again, comes alive.  A forgotten or wounded part of our being is awakened.  
Layers of pessimism, fed by numerous disappointments, cannot deny the Spirit which comes 
alive when Jesus is around.   This is the deeper source of Jesus’ authority, and ours too. 
 
   Dr. Martin Marty, a Christian Scholar at the University of Chicago, has written over 50 books 
about American Religion.  He tells the story of a young pastor and an older female parishioner 
chatting after worship one day.  On some Sunday’s this woman would say, ‘Reverend, you sure 



did teach today, Ump, Ump, Ump.”    And on other days she would say, “Reverend you sure did 
preach today, Ump, Ump.”  Finally the young pastor asked, “Sister what do you mean on the 
Sunday’s when you tell me I teach, and how is that different from when you say I preach.” 
 
   The wise woman said, “Well Pastor, when you teach, God has given you something that you 
give to me, and I can use for that day, and later on in the week, to get through the week – that’s 
when you teach.  But when you preach, I can just feel God hugging you real tight, and God is 
pleased.  You don’t necessarily give me anything I can use, but I can feel God hugging you, and 
through you, I can feel God hugging me.  That’s when you preach. 
 
   Today Jesus teaches with a new Authority, which is really a very old authority for the people 
of God.  Not just information, but transformation! 
 
 
Amen 


