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    You may have heard of TED Talks.  They grow out of a series of conferences held around the 
world where people give speeches, often using PowerPoint presentations.  TED is an acronym 
for Technology, Entertainment and Design, the overall themes under which the conferences are 
held.  Since 1984 TED conferences have provided a forum for innovative people to  share what 
TED calls, “Ideas worth Spreading.” 
 
    Comedian Jill Shagaar offered a TED talk called “Please, Please, People, Let’s Put the ‘Awe’ 
Back in Awesome.”   Her point is, in our contemporary context we have de-powered the word 
Awesome.  I am guilty of this myself.   Let me share some of her words with you… 
 
    “Dining out and the server asks, ‘have you dined with us before?”   You reply “Yes.”  And the 
server says, “Awesome.”   Really?  Or is it really just good that I am familiar with how things 
work at this restaurant. 
 
    A co-worker asks, “can you save that file in a .PDF format for me?”   The other replies, “yes.”  
And the first Co-workers says “Awesome.”   Now really, can saving anything to a .pdf file be 
awesome? 
 
    Some of us use “Awesome” to replace our real intentions to say “good” or “Thank you.”    
Awesome is defined as fear, mingled with admiration, or reverence; a feeling produced by 
something majestic.”  With that in mind was that Culver’s sandwich for lunch today really 
“awesome?”   
 
    One author says, ‘snowy days and finding money in your pants pocket is awesome.”  I think 
we need to raise the bar for that birdbrain.  If everything is awesome we lose a sense of life’s 
highs and lows. 
 
    Now there are some things that really are awesome, Jill points out, ‘Wheels, so we don’t have 
to schlep everything on our backs, wheels are awesome.  The great pyramids, the largest 
human structure for 4000 years.  Awesome!  The Grand Canyon which is almost 80 million years 
old.  Awesome!  In 1829, Louis Daguerre, invented photography.  So earlier when you whipped 
out your camera phone and took a picture of your culver’s sandwich, you know who you are, 
that was easier than getting out a sketching pad and pencil, right?  Photography is awesome!  
 
    D Day, the largest amphibious invasion in history was awesome.  The honeybee, who 
pollinates crops so they will grow, so we have food, so we don’t starve to death.  Awesome!  A 
mere 66 years after the Wright brothers took off from Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, Neil 
Armstrong traveled 240,000 miles to the moon… one small step for Humankind, one giant step  
for… Awesome!   
 



    Obviously I could go on, but before I get too carried away I want us to notice that today in 
Mark’s Gospel we have a scene fully worthy of Jill’s definition of “Awesome.”  Jesus’ 
Transfiguration is tailor made for the finest special effects people in Hollywood.  The disciples  
have seen Jesus heal, heard him teach, felt his tremendous love, but at the top of this mountain 
you might say they are feeling fear, mingled with admiration; a feeling produced by this 
majestic vision of Jesus, shining, radiating before their eyes.   
 
    The disciples have been on a roller coaster with Jesus in recent days.  In the chapter just 
before Jesus asks his disciples, “who do you say I am?”  Peter answers, ‘You are the messiah, 
son of the living God.”  Grade A+.  Then Jesus tells them the Son of humanity must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and 
after three days rise again.  So Peter takes Jesus aside and tries to rebuke him, but Jesus 
rebukes Peter for still not understanding.  Ooops Grade D-.  With everything the disciples have 
seen, everything they have experienced, every word they have heard along the journey they 
still don’t fully understand Jesus. 
 
    I sometimes wonder how well we understand Jesus.  Jesus has been used as validation to go 
to war.  As a weapon in political elections.  And on this Day designated Racial Justice Sunday in 
the United Church of Christ we must confess how Jesus has been used to sanction racism, 
sexism, and homophobia.  But God has already given us all that we need to resist using Jesus in 
these ways. 
 
    Rev. Elizabeth Leung, Minister for Racial Justice of the United Church of Christ says we can 
appreciate the transfiguration of Jesus through an understanding of Racism.  If we are all 
created in the image of God, as written in the first chapter of Genesis, then anything which 
supresses or oppressess a group of people is a disfiguration of that group.  But God does not 
leave us there.  We receive the gift of reconciliation which offers us a route for reconfiguration 
of community in a way which provides greater equality to all groups of people; Then creation of 
the beloved community becomes the transfiguration of humankind. 
 
    If you have flown out of Mitchell International airport you will recall as you pass through 
security they have a “recombobulation” area.  This is where a person can gather their items 
which were scanned, put shoes and belt back on, and so forth.  I like to think of the 
Transfiguration as God’s recombobulation area for Christians.  In our hectic rush to get to our 
next destination this is a day remind us to stop and let Jesus shine upon us again.  As we come 
more deeply to understand Jesus as Messiah, and soak in the power of God, we receive divine 
endurance and clarity for the work of building the beloved community at the foot of the 
mountain.   
 
    In the opening we pondered Comedian Jill Shagaar’s list of things worthy of being called 
“Awesome.”  As Disciples who have been to the mountain top with Jesus, we have permission 
to ponder, to dream, to envision the awesome unleashing of God amid today’s seemingly 
impossible struggles.   
 



    For instance, It would be awesome if leaders of Law Enforcement Agencies and Leaders from 
the Peaceful Protestors could talk together with a commitment to resolve the issues in a way 
that works for both.   It would be awesome if not one more hostage was ever murdered.  It 
would be awesome if the Ukraine and Russia could find peaceful solutions.  It would be 
awesome if Jordan and the Islamic state could move beyond retaliation followed by retaliation.  
It would be awesome if Ebola and other deadly diseases were permanently eradicated.  I’m 
sure sitting around a table together we could go on about how God might unleash God’s 
awesome power and love, flooding our streets as far as the eye can see. 
 
    We disciples of Jesus have a responsibility to envision, to pray, and to work for a better world 
because we have been to the top of the mountain with Jesus.  God’s Spirit has touched our 
faces with its warmth, and stimulated our souls with brightest light.   
 
   So with Ash Wednesday just 4 day away, and Lent just around the corner, this is our time to to 
look for new ways to, in the middle of our struggles, carry God’s amazing, blinding, healing, 
righteous making light into the world.   Now THAT, will be AWESOME!   
 
Amen  
 
     


