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    A man dies and goes to heaven.   St. Peter meets him at the Pearly Gates and says, "Here's 
how it works.  You need 100 points to make it into heaven.   You tell me all the good things 
you've done, and I give you a certain number of points for each item, depending on how good it 
was.  When you reach 100 points, you get in."  
 
    "Okay," the man says, "I was married to the same woman for 50 years, I was always faithful 
to her, and loved her deep in my heart."   
 
    "That's wonderful," says St. Peter, "that's worth two points!" 
  
    "Only two points?" the man says. "Well, I attended church all my life and supported its 
ministry with my tithes and service."  
 
    "Terrific!" says St. Peter. "That's certainly worth a point."  
 
    "Only One point?”   “Okay, I started a soup kitchen in my city and worked in a shelter for 
homeless veterans."  
 
    "Fantastic, that's good for two more points," St. Peter says.  
 
" What?  Only Two points!?!!"  the man cries with exasperation… "At this rate, the only way I'll 
get into heaven is by the grace of God."  'Bingo! 100 points!  Come on in!  says St. Peter. 
 
    Have you ever really known God’s Grace in your life?  The kind of Grace spoken about in 
John’s gospel, the kind of grace Paul writes about in Ephesians?   
 
   Have you ever found yourself feeling so deeply convicted by your sin that you could hardly go 
on?  So paralyzed by the wrong that you did or said, or that you left undone, or unsaid that it 
actually takes the unconditional love of another to give you your life back?   Have you ever been 
so swamped by transgressions they were like a mighty waves pushing you down, under the 
water, down to the floor of the ocean where rocks and sharp edges are ready to take your 
breath away? 
 
   Have you ever wondered if anyone, anywhere, could ever love you again?  Today in John’s 
gospel we hear the end of a conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus.  Nicodemus was a 
Pharisee.  He was a member of the Sanhedrin which was the Supreme Court of the Jewish 
people.  Above the Sanhedrin was only the Occupying government of Rome.   
 



   In other words, Nicodemus was very knowledgeable about the bible, very knowledgeable 
about law.  People came from far and near to make inquiries and his court rulings became the 
law of the land.  He was an answer man, not a question man.   
 
    But what I like about Nicodemus is, with all his knowledge, and power, and position, he was 
still a seeker.  He still sensed there was more to life, a greater truth to be learned.  Questions to 
be struggled with.   Today we hear the end of a conversation that begin with him trying to 
understand Jesus’ comment about being born anew from above?”   
 
    He had come to Jesus under the cover of nightfall, surely because he was afraid of what 
people would say if a respected Religions answer man was out in the middle of the day seeking 
answers from the likes of Jesus.”   
 
    Jesus’ answer is full of Grace.  If you ask people to name a scripture verse many will name this 
one, painted on highway overpasses, and colored on signs at Sporting events, John 3:16, “For 
God so loved the world…” 
 
    Our relationship with God is like no other relationship we may have experienced.  God has a 
unique love for each of us.  It is Unconditional.  In our bargain driven, give and receive, 
conditional, trust skeptical world we struggle to understand truly unconditional love.  God has 
created us, God has invested much in us, and no matter what God loves us. 
 
    Conditional love is based upon what a person does.  Perform well on the job, on the team, or 
in the relationship and you are “loved.”  But this is not God’s love. 
.   
 
   God has the kind of love for us that a good parent has for their children.  The children will 
rebel, push the boundaries too far, demand their own way, demand to be left alone, they will 
express undeserved anger and hurt themselves and others by their words and their actions. 
 
 
    A colleague told me a story about a bedtime encounter with his six-year-old son that reminds 
me of Grace.  Upset his father was putting him to bed earlier than he wanted to go, Benjamin 
said, “Daddy, I hate you.”  The child’s father, exercising some parental wisdom replied, “Ben, 
I’m sorry you feel that way, but I love you.”  Benjamin’s response surprised his dad: “Don’t say 
that!”   
 
   Again Dad said, “I’m sorry Benjamin, but it’s true. I love you.”  “No!”  “Don’t say that again!” 
At which point Ben’s father added “Benjamin, I love you…like it or not!” 
   
   Benjamin had learned a lesson; one he will learn again and again, he realized he could not 
control his father’s love, twisting it to his advantage.  Indeed, in the face of such love there is no 
bargaining and, ultimately, no control whatsoever.  In the face of unconditional love we are 



powerless.  Yes, perhaps we can choose to accept it or not, maybe we can run away from it, but 
we cannot influence it, manipulate it, or control it.  
 
    And when we’ve let go of all of our illusions of being in control we realize the loss of that, 
which we consider total freedom and power, is when we begin to really live by faith. 
 
      God’s love is tenacious in this world.  It is tenacious in our lives; it will not let us go.  Do you 
wonder sometimes?  Is that what everyone really means as they are spray painting a highway 
overpass, or making a sign for a football game? 
 
I hope so.         Amen 

 

 

     

 

   

 
 
         
 
     
 
 
 
 


