
Good Friday -  2015    St. Alphonsus         “Father, Forgive Them…” 
 
 
    Love and forgiveness is the undeniable story of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.  We are 
here today because we believe this to be true.  God’s Grace and Mercy, born to us in human 
form, blowing through the world as spirit, sprung from an empty tomb fills the hearts of all who 
will receive it.  But it is easy to hear the other storylines that swirl around and as we hear them 
we seek God’s guidance … 
 
    When the competitive culture we have created no longer drives performance and innovation, 
but tempts us to build a corporate latter indicating some are more important than others; and 
then becomes a permission slip to step on those lower on the latter; Forgive us… 
 
     When Government fails its duty to care for the least, the lost, and the most vulnerable; 
forgetting that any community, state or nation is only as strong as its weakest link, when we 
lose a vision of the Common Good; Forgive us… 
 
    When Politics are used to encamp us as enemies; “right” vs “left,” so much so that 
demonizing one another and character assassination become acceptable; Forgive us… 
 
    When Consumerism becomes our god, and we fall prey to the idea that true our happiness 
can be bought, and not caught; Forgive us… 
 
    When trust breaks down between Police and Community members so much so people feel 
obligated to choose sides between supporting Police or allying with African Americans; when 
the middle ground for negotiation slips away; Forgive us…  
 
    When Religion is used to divide, or to hide our prejudices and hatred behind the banner of 
religious freedom; Forgive us…  
 
    When people cross our borders seeking a better life for their families and we treat them as 
animals, shackle them and bring them before a judge without any real sense of “due process:” 
Forgive us… 
 
    When budgets balance on the backs of the neediest, when we blame victims, and lose a 
sense of justice for all; Forgive us… 
 
    When people or nations create peace through violence; forgetting violence begets violence; 
and we deny the reconciliatory power of non-violence and restorative justice; Forgive us…  
 
    When we forget the rainbow of human diversity is a precious gift, a blessing from God’s own 
hand; and use our differences to abuse, ignore, and estrange others; Forgive us…  
 



    Welcome to Good Friday, this is not a comfortable day.  We are supposed to squirm.  We are 
supposed to sense the weight of humanity’s inhumanity to one another.  This is not a day of 
hydrangeas, and mums and lilies; this is not a day of spring colors or music in a major key.  
Good Friday is a day to confess the intentional and unintentional ways we hurt each other and 
ravage our planet.    
 
    But in Jesus, God leaves us with hope – Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Black, General Minister and 
President of the United Church of Christ recently wrote—there are glimpses of hope sewn into 
the passion story.  There is hope to be found in Jesus' expectation that beyond his death, the 
Gospel would be proclaimed throughout the world.  There is hope expressed in the initiation of 
the meal of remembrance and in our savior’s expectation that he would indeed drink of the 
fruit of the vine anew in the Kingdom of God.  Hope is evident in Jesus' declaration to his 
disciples that he would be raised from death and go before them to Galilee.  
 
   Hope is lightly woven into the story so we might continue to grow into our savior’s life; 
Sometimes we look around and all we can see is the mess that has been created, some of it by 
us, and some not, yet a mess.  God Forgive us, for we know not what we do. 
 
    But with a faith that flies in the face of threat and death, with glimpses of hope sewn into our 
Good Friday world, we continue to believe in the hope Jesus gives, a hope that sets us free from 
the tombs that seek to contain us!!  Free to live boldly this faith which contains power to 
transform the world.       
 
Amen 


