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    Many languages have traditional words spoken when you raise a glass at a party.  “Toasts” 
we call them in English.  In the US we often say -- Cheers, Germans - Prost, Spanish - Salud, 
Hawai’ians - Okole Maluna, Italians - Salute, Zulus – oogee wawa, and in Hebrew the toast is - 
La Chaim, to mention a few.  Most of these are toasts to friendship, or health, but in Hebrew, La 
Chaim is a toast to life itself. 
 
    In today’s reading from the Gospel of John Jesus says something close to La’ Chaim.  He is 
speaking to his disciples and uses the image of a shepherd, a Biblical image of nurturing and 
care.  Then he spins the metaphor and says that he is also like the gate of a sheepfold.  It is 
possible this gate image was intended to picture a shepherd who actually laid himself down 
bodily on the ground and slept at the opening to the Corral – a human gate keeping predators 
out and wandering sheep in.  Whether that is actually true or not is debated but the impact is 
the same. .. Jesus is the good shepherd who protects from wolves getting in, and guards the 
sheep from their own foolish midnight wandering.   
 
    Then Jesus offers words that summarize his Mission, “I came that they might have life, and 
have it abundantly.”  Abundant life - that is why we go to church to participate in a community 
of love and care, it is why we pray and why we study the bible.  Abundant life is why we follow 
Jesus Christ. 
 
    If that is indeed the case, why are there so many knocks on the church today?  Why is religion 
perceived as being anti-fun, a negation of the good life?   
 
    Well, we do have to admit the church has committed and still commits its share of sins.  We 
have historically excluded or diminished the role of particular groups of people like women, 
gays and lesbians, divorced couples, couples in interracial marriages, blended families and 
more… The church decades later stands convicted by the words of The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr, who decades ago said it is a shame that… “11 a.m. Sunday morning is the most 
segregated hour in this nation.”  Our history of declaring war in the name of God and more 
opens the door for significant criticism of the Christian Church.   
 
    We also have to admit that we aren’t very quick to change.  Research reveals that almost 
every UCC church in the Milwaukee area conducts one worship service a week, and it occurs at 
either 9:30am or 10 am Sunday morning.  And it has been that way for decades.  When we do 
offer a new worship service we rarely put the time, planning and resources behind it to make it 
successful. 
 
     If that isn’t enough the church’s morality and ethical disciplines make us sound legalistic, like 
you have to be pure and have it all together long before you set foot inside a church door.  For 
these and other reasons the church gets criticized for being  narrow-minded, hypocritical, out 



of touch, judgmental, exclusive….  a big wet blanket thrown over the party.   Who wants to 
“Invite A Friend” to that kind of place?   
 
    Well I don’t want to give up our morality, nor our ethical disciplines, nor our commitment to 
caring, to justice, to the earth and to one another.  But I want to put this in context.  Church 
expert Phyllis Tickle’s basic thesis is, “every 500 years, the Church goes through a rummage 
sale, and cleans out the old forms of spirituality and replaces it with new ones.  This does not 
mean that previous forms become obsolete or invalid.  It simply means they lose pride of place 
as the dominant form of Christianity.  Constantine in the late 4th century, early 5th, the Great 
Schism of the 11th century, the Reformation in the 16th century, and now the Postmodern era 
in the 21st century have all been points of reference for these changes.” 
 
   In John’s gospel today Jesus wants to set the foundation to shepherd the church through this 
every 500 year rummage sale, and he tells us, essentially, the church in every new age needs to 
find way to offer La’ Chaim, abundant life.   
 
   There is a powerful video on the internet which I have shared with a few of you.  It is called 10 
reasons people don’t go to church; with fun and meaning it helps us navigate the current 
“rummage way” that is underway.  The video is like a series of slides.  One slide will share a 
typical reason why people don’t go to church, and then the next will be a response from the 
new church which is emerging to break down old stereotypes. 
 
   SO on this Sunday before our “official” Invite a Friend Sunday; here is the jest of the video as 
best as I can reenact it.   Listen closely as it may offer some cues for ways you could invite 
someone to Emanuel for next Sunday or anytime.   The conversation in the video unfolds 
through 10 brief dialogues… 
 

1) A voice says, “I can’t come to church until I get my life together.”  Lisa, a hairdresser 
appears on the screen and responds, “Church is how I got my life together.  A place of 
new beginnings.” 
 

2) Another says, “Church is filled with a bunch of hypocrites.”  And Rudy, a Pipefitter 
appears saying, “And there is always room for one more.  Imperfect people welcome.” 

 
3) A third says, All they care about is your money.”   Then Jeff, a CEO replies, “They care 

about me, not my money.  People are priceless.” 
 

4) A fourth wonders, “Is there some kind of dress code?”  Ingrid, a mother appears and 
replies, “yes the code is, wear some clothes.  Come as you are.” 

 
5) Another voice says, “Church, it just makes me nervous.”  Mary, a consultant is pictured 

saying, “I was nervous at first, and then I felt right at home.  Right were God wants you to 
be.” 

 



6) Another voice says, “I’m not sure I believe everything that you believe.”  Donovan, a Sales 
manager is pictured and responds, “but you can still belong.  Doubts are welcome.” 

 
7) A seventh voice says, “Church is for wimpy, girly men.”  And Thomas and Scotty, two body 

builders appear with arms folded, muscles rippling, as they say, “Do you want to say that 
again?”  And begin laughing. 

 
8) An 8th voice says, “If you knew me… and what I’ve done… you wouldn’t want me.”  Then 

Mike a retired Pilot says, “If you knew me and what I’ve done, you wouldn’t be worried.  
Forgiven.” 

 
9) Then a voice comments, “You can come to my church even if you were brought up,” and 

diverse people flash on the screen quickly, “Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Jewish, 
Mormon, Lutheran, Pentecostal, Presbyterian… a little bit of everything and a whole lot of 
nothing.”   The narrator at the beginning appears and comments “See it’s not about a 
religion, it’s about a relationship.” 

 
10) The video concludes with a diversity of people flashing on the screen and saying, “So 

please come to my church, where nobody is perfect, where beginners are welcome, 
where socks are optional, but grace is required, where forgiveness if offered, where hope 
is alive, and where it is ok, to not be ok… REALLY” 

 
This is the church of La’ Chaim.  
 
Amen 

 
    


