
Acts 2:1-21         Rev. William G. Utke 
May 24, 2015   “Pentecost Q&A”    Emanuel UCC, HC 
 
 
 
   So for the message today I thought I would use a Question and Answer format as we take a 
closer look at the Day of Pentecost.  Pentecost marks the end of the 50-day Easter season for 
Christians.  Does it seem like Easter Sunday was 7 weeks ago?   
 
    Anyway, Question number 1.  What event in the bible marks and sparks the story of 
Pentecost?   
 
    Well, together as a congregation we just read the Pentecost story from the second Chapter of 
the Book of Acts.  The story describes the Holy Spirit descending to a group of followers from 
different lands, speaking different languages; who, upon receiving the Spirit continue speaking 
in their own language but discover they are able to understand one another as if they are 
speaking in each one’s native language.  
 
    Some Scholars like Marcus Borg talk about the Pentecost story as the reversal of the Tower of 
Babel.  You may remember in that story God’s people were trying to build a tower high enough 
to reach God, a clearly idolatrous act, so… in an effort to dismantle their ability to 
communicate, God confused their language so they couldn’t communicate building instructions 
to one another.  So here at Pentecost, we argue, God inspired the people to communicate so 
they could go and build the church.  
    This is why many Christians refer to Pentecost as the birthday of the church because it is 
identified as the moment the Apostles’ were inspired to spread the gospel and baptize 
thousands of followers.    
 
    So, my Jewish Friend celebrates Pentecost, what is that all about?   
 
   Indeed, Pentecost is not unique to Christianity.  Also called Shavuot in Judaism, Pentecost is 
the 'Feast of Weeks' a celebration which commemorates the giving of the God’s Instruction at 
Mount Sinai.    
 
    Ok, well where does the word Pentecost come from? 
 
    The word 'Pentecost' comes from the Greek word “pentekostos” which translates as 'fiftieth 
day.'  Jewish brothers and sisters celebrate Pentecost 50 days after the first Passover Seder; 
and Christians observe the day seven weeks, or 50 days, after Easter. 
 
    Ok, my neighbor’s church invited everyone to dress up in red and our church is decorated 
with red altar cloths, why red? 
 
    Most liturgically based congregations will decorate their churches with the color red on 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/matthew-l-skinner/pentecost-when-christians_b_874875.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/matthew-l-skinner/pentecost-when-christians_b_874875.html
http://www.jewfaq.org/holidayc.htm
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/series/what-is-pentecost-why-does-it-matter/
http://www.goarch.org/special/listen_learn_share/pentecost/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/series/what-is-pentecost-why-does-it-matter/


Pentecost day to represent the "power and fire of the Spirit."  It is not unusual for churches to 
welcome new members, some have a tradition of celebrating Confirmation on Pentecost, and 
still others will celebrate baptisms.  You may have heard of Pentecost day being calle, "White 
Sunday," this is a reference to the white clothing commonly worn for baptism. 
 
    So sometimes Pentecost is referred to as a Day and sometimes as a season?  Why is that? 
 
    Some Christian Holidays have their origination in a celebration day but are extended over a 
season to help us tell the story of Jesus, or the story of the early growing Church.  Christmas is a 
day, as well as a season 12 days long.  Easter is a day, as well as a season which is 7 weeks long.  
In this same way we celebrate Pentecost as a day when the gift of the spirit was given, and as a 
season during which we seek all the ways God’s Spirit is alive today. 
 
    So what difference does Pentecost make in the life of a believer, or seeker?   
 
    Matthew L. Skinner, a professor of New Testament at Luther Seminary, writes, “Sunday's 
Pentecost observances are more than a celebration of the past.  They are not merely an end to 
Easter or a chance to launch summer programming.  They are not opportunities for stoking 
nostalgia about the church's supposed glory days.  Who needs those? 
 
    Pentecost is an invitation to dream.  For when a community of faith quits dreaming dreams, it 
has little to offer either its members or the wider world. 
 
    Like any good dream, these dreams involve adopting a new perspective on what's possible, 
rousing our creativity to free us from conventional expectations.  They help us see that maybe 
what we thought was outlandish actually lies within reach.   
 
    Maybe we can find freedom from what binds us.  Maybe there can be justice.  Maybe we can 
find a new way to make a difference.  Maybe my value isn’t in dollars and sense, but in lives 
changed and love shared.  Maybe the future of our economy, or our society, or our planet is not 
yet determined.  Maybe God is here with me, even if my current struggles never go away. 
 
    So as we worship today may we each become keenly aware of the ways God is with us 
because Pentecost happens all the time, Pentecost is happening right now. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
*substantial parts of this are adapted from an article about Pentecost on Huffingtonpost.com 


