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    I was standing at the door following a worship service in my first church.  Still a relative 
novice at worship leadership it was about a year into my pastoral work.  This worship service 
had gone from bad to worse.  What went wrong you ask?  Well, I accidentally skipped a part in 
the bulletin.  The organist didn’t show up.  During the reading of the scripture my eyes read one 
word on the page and my mouth said something different.  During the sermon I discovered I 
had left the last page in my office.  It was the worst Sunday ever, so bad everyone knew it.  I 
even tried to crack a couple jokes to lighten the mood and slow the slide into disaster but no 
one laughed.   
 
    Now it was over and folks were exiting the sanctuary with supportive words, “Don’t worry 
Bill, we all have a bad day,” or “better luck next week.”  I was apologetic.  Until, near the end of 
the line, one of the Spiritual leaders of the congregation, Joetta Harper greeted me and said, 
“well that did not go well.”  I replied, “Yeah I know, but usually I can find a way to get things 
back on track, take a deep breath, lighten the mood with a joke and restore the quality of 
worship.”  Then, Joetta replied with the most loving, and humbling words I ever remember 
having spoken to me, “Well Pastor Bill, you know why this happened then?  It happened 
because God wants you to know that God is in charge of worship, not you.”  And with that, she 
walked out the door leaving me stunned. 
 
    I have remembered that brief conversation with Joetta for over 20 years.  The lesson… I am 
not in charge, we are not in charge.  The committees, the boards, even the congregation my 
dear Emanuel friends… as we make the big decisions about money and building and property, 
about ministry and mission, it is tempting to think we are in charge.  It’s up to us.  To think this 
is “our” building.  The Guest House is “our” mission, and so on.  The financial deficits, the policy 
making, getting new members, balancing budgets we are tempted to believe it is all up to us.  
But the bible tells us, the Still Speaking God tells us… all of this belongs to God.  Sure, it takes 
our work, and our gifts, and our treasure, and our talents, but all those things belong to God 
too, and are gifts to us.  The lesson I learned over 20 years ago is anytime we begin to believe 
life is all up to us; anytime we think we are in charge and forget the fundamental and central 
role of faith and trust in God, anytime a church refrains from giving itself away for the gospel 
because we want to preserve an institution-- God will send a reminder.   
 
   In the middle verses of Psalm 89, there are numerous accolades heaped upon King David.  
King David is called, “God’s servant, Anointed, God’s son, First born, highest king. “ And there 
are numerous promises made to him.  He is promised. “God’s hand to guide him, God’s arm to 
give him strength.  Defeat over his enemies, the wicked, and the crushing of his foes.”  3 times 
in 17 versus the King is promised God’s steadfast love and faithfulness will be with him forever.  
He is promised a lineage of kings to be born of him who will rule over Israel, and if all that isn’t 
enough… he is assured of a covenant with God that will last like the moon and the sun.   
 



   Talk about high praise, that kind of praise can go to a guy’s head, and David was not known 
for humble-ness.  I am sure having all these things said about him swelled his pride and 
confidence, as it would most of us.  How am I sure about this?  A look at the other story 
provides insight.  Let me summarize 2 Samuel Chapter 7. 
 
    In 2 Samuel we see another version of how well everything is going for King David and 
Jerusalem.  They have danced and paraded the Holy Ark back from the dreaded Philistines and 
returned it to its rightful place.  David has built himself a fantastic castle in Jerusalem, worthy of 
the highest of kings.  In Chapter 7 we overhear a conversation between David and Nathan.  
Nathan was King David’s prophet.  On a quick side note: A prophet was not a fortune teller as 
we might think. They were more of a social analyst or educated critic.  They looked at the 
potential effects of a King’s decision or decree upon the future health of the nation and advised 
the king if they were in line with God’s Will.  Prophets were an ancient system of political, social 
and spiritual checks and balances upon the King’s power. 
 
    So in 2 Samuel King David and Prophet Nathan are in this discussion about building a home 
for the Ark of God.  King David takes a look at his great Big castle where he lives, and then looks 
over at the simple tent in which the Ark of God makes a home, and he essentially says to 
Nathan, “I think we should build a Castle for the Ark so God can have a home as nice or nicer 
than mine; and at first, Nathan agrees.”   
 
   They part ways for a good night’s sleep and as Nathan is sleeping God has a message for the 
prophet to deliver to the King, “Are you the one to build me a house to live in?  I have not lived 
in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.  Wherever I have moved about among all the 
people of Israel did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, who I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?’”  In other words, this was God’s way of saying, David you missed the mark this time; I 
don’t want a castle or a temple now.  Or the shorter version, “King David, remember you are 
not in charge, I AM.” 
 
   Through these two linked stories we receive a lesson about the character of God.  God will not 
be contained by buildings manufactured with human hands, nor defined by the limits of human 
language.  God will not be limited by our decisions, our symbols, or our sins.  No matter what 
obstacle, God will move about as required so in every situation God can offer steadfast love, 
create peace and give life.   

 
    The God of boundless grace and limitless forgiveness, the God of steadfast love and 
faithfulness, the God of covenant who sees all and knows all, yet is as close as the air we 
breathe, The great I Am who I will be” that Moses met in the burning bush, is God and God will 
not be contained.  This Good news is both the promise and the challenge of Christian faith. 
 



    It is a promise because it relieves God’s people of the stress of being fully responsible for 
building the Kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven.  It puts us in our rightful place as 
servants, stewards, caretakers, custodians of the world instead of the owner, or CEO. 
 
    And while it is easy to turn to God when we encounter suffering, sorrow or injustice, for 
some reason it remains a challenge today to turn to God in Good Times, when brief as they may 
be, all the stars seem to align, we are cruising through every green light so to speak, sailing 
along on a spiritual beam reach… it becomes challenging to remember in those moments that 
we still need to turn to God.  Instead of assuming we finally have come to understand God’s 
Will.  It is all the more important we consult with God in prayer, discernment and dialogue.  
That is the caution and the care offered to us in this story of king David and the Prophet 
Nathan. 
  
    In life’s sweet, joyous moments, when all is going well, people of faith still need caution and 
care.  Caution that we not try to put ourselves in the place of God, or think creating the good 
life is all up to us.  And Care, care that we take plenty of time to pray, to work, to serve with 
trusted Christians as we seek God’s Will for our church, our community and world. 
 
Amen  
 
     


