
John 6:1-21         Rev. William Utke 
July 26, 2015   “Miracles”     Emanuel UCC, HC 

 

    When I was 11 or 12 years old, I was allowed to ride my bike from my house to a small 
shopping area nearby.  The shopping area had a Ben Franklin and I would take my allowance 
each week, cruise to the store and spend part of it on packs of baseball cards.   
 
    One day I had finished my purchase, boarded my bike and was beginning to pedal uphill in 
the alley next to the shopping center.  Out of the corner of my eye I saw three boys running 
behind me.  I didn’t think much of it until moments later when one of the boys caught up to 
me, grabbed my bike, and pulled me to a stop.  The other two caught up and demanded, “Give 
me your money!”  With my pulse racing, I gave them the $7 I had.  The boys left and I rode 
home terrified.   
 
    In the weeks that followed a question haunted me…  if bad things are still going to happen -- 
what difference does it make to believe God is present in the world?   
 
    If I am still going to get robbed.  If wars are still going to break out.  If I am still going to get 
downsized.  If people will still die of starvation and illness.  If innocent people are still killed…. 
what difference does God make? 
 
    Today in John’s gospel we are given two stories about Jesus.  One about Jesus feeding the 
5000 and the other about Jesus walking on water.   These stories are told in other gospels but 
here in John’s gospel they are part of a larger section of stories whose purpose is to help the 
listener understand God’s miracles.   
 
    John’s gospel has been nicknamed the “Signs Gospel” by professors who study it regularly 
because so much of the gospel hinges on 7 “Signs” that Jesus does; Turning Water into wine, 
healing the official’s son in Capernaum, Healing a paralyzed man at Bethesda, Feeding the 5000, 
Walking on water, Healing a blind man and Raising Lazarus from the dead.  Many Scholars 
understand these signs, or miracles, as a New Creation Theology in John’s gospel where the 
resurrection of Jesus then becomes understood as the start of the new creation.  7 days of 
creation in genesis, the 7 signs of the new creation here in John.  For as Paul says, in Christ we 
are a new creation.   
 
    In the feeding story we see the disciples on their smartphone calculators as they realize they 
don’t have nearly enough money and food to feed 5000 people.  They do the logical thing 
asking Jesus to send the crowd away so they can find something to eat; putting the 
responsibility on the crowd to find dinner.  But Jesus doesn’t send them away.  He completely 
surprises us by taking the few loaves and fish and feeding the crowd, with leftovers to boot.  
Jesus miraculously redefines what is possible.  The lesson is God’s presence, in the form of Jesus 
here, isn’t just to meet our need, the miracle is we will get far more than we could ever ask or 
imagine.  Jesus isn’t just here to provide physical food, he will come to reveal how a human 



being can represent, through his words and deeds, a clear sign of hope and healing to 
thousands of people hungry for food, and justice, and faith.  A sign so clear they transform from 
students to disciples.   
 
    And then we hear of Jesus walking on water.  This was about more than helping one group of 
disciples reach safe harbor.  We see how Jesus’ presence among ordinary, timid, insecure 
followers becomes the primary resource in helping them overcome their anxieties and set out 
in mission and ministry where previously they had never imagined, or had feared to go. 
 
   We can stretch this lesson on miracles all the way to the tomb.  What is so genuinely 
miraculous about the resurrection of Jesus is not a corpse come back to life about 2000 years 
ago, but through our journey with the crucified and risen Savior, the community of faith then 
and now, is able to find hope on the far side of despair, faith rooted in trust, and courage to live 
abundantly beyond the pain of death.   
 
    Jesus will be the bread of life.  The calm assurance in any storm and this power, this presence 
is still available to the church today.   
 
   Lately, church development experts have presented congregations with a challenge: Expect 
Miracles!    
 
    Part of this challenge invites the church to Mess up.  To Fail… as we seek new ways to give 
ourselves away in love.  When we stop believing it is all in our hands, and open ourselves to 
God we discover God’s ability to stun us with miracles, or signs beyond our belief.  Jesus 
becomes our Savior not because he gives us what we want, or just what we need… but because 
God’s presence through him provides something we did not even know we needed.   
 
   I served as Interim at St. Paul UCC in Chelsea, MI who did something I still consider somewhat 
miraculous.  This was a church with 80 folks in worship on big Sunday’s like Easter.  They 
struggled for money, they struggled to start new ministry.  So they prayed about it.  An idea 
arose that each year the budget would have a unique line, funded in the amount of $2000 
dollars and it would be titled,  “Innovative Ministries.”     
 
    One thing they learned during their prayer time is the good people of St. Paul always had new 
ideas for ministry during the year, they always had people energized and gifted to carry out the 
ideas, and they weren’t afraid to fail.  The roadblock was money.  Spiritually energized 
members would ask for approval for a new ministry, but the council looked at the expense 
sheet and felt they had to deny the request.  So they decided to make this money available 
each year for new ideas, so no longer would discussion be focused on money but on how the 
new idea fit into the church mission statement, and who they were called to be as God’s 
people.    
 
    All of this tells me something about Jesus’ miracles.  See, I use to think I didn’t see many 
miracles because, well they just didn’t happen around me.  God didn’t break into my life and do 



amazing things.  But now I believe miracles are not simply moments of divine grace breaking in 
to our life when God decides.  Instead they are glimpses of the divine grace which constantly 
permeate all of life, and we see them when we open ourselves to them.   
 
    So, remember the question we asked at the beginning?  What difference does God’s 
presence make?  Well, now I am absolutely sure it makes all the difference in the world.   
 
 
Amen.     
 
     


