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    You may have heard the old preacher joke about the man caught in a flood. A religious man is 
on top of a roof during a big flood.  A man comes by in a boat and says, “Get in, get in!”  The 
religious man replies, “no I have faith God will send a miracle.”    
 
    Later the water is up to his waist and another boat comes by and the guy tells the man to get 
in.  Again he responds God will send him a miracle.  Finally, with the water at chin level, a 
helicopter throws down a ladder and they tell him to climb up, gargling his words the man 
replies, “it’s ok, I am a man of faith, God will send a miracle.”   
 
   The man arrives at the gates of heaven with a broken faith and asks St. Peter, I thought God 
would send a miracle why didn’t God help me?  St. Peter Chuckles and responds, “I don’t know 
what you are complaining about, we sent 2 boats and a helicopter.   
 
    Sometimes we make the mistake of thinking that the Christian Faith is all about having the 
right beliefs.  We all know Christians who can tick off a list of questions to see if our faith 
measures up to theirs.   
 
    But James challenges that notion today.  “Practice what you preach!”  “Put your words into 
action!”  About 2 thousand years ago  James said this in his own way, “Be Doers of the Word 
and not merely hearers.”  I believe faith is more of a verb.  Practicing our preaching, being 
consistent in Word and deed means the words of faith find expression through us, it means 
each day we try to be the best father, mother, friend, brother, sister, co-worker that we can be 
by the empowerment of the Holy Spirit.   
 
   William J. Toms, a British writer in the 1800’s credited with coining the term “folklore,” once 
said, “Be careful how you live.  You may be the only bible some person ever reads.”  I think this 
is what James is saying to us.   
 
    James goes on in the passage today to describe the difference between hearing and doing by 
using an illustration.  The one who is only a hearer of the word is like someone who stares at 
themselves in the mirror.  There are ways the gospel is like a mirror held up before us.  In its 
reflection we see not only who we have been and who we are, but also who we can be by the 
Grace of God.  To hear that word is to look into that mirrior.  But to only look in a mirror is to 
accomplish no change.   
 
    Unless the word that is heard gets inside, and acted upon, the person will walk away from 
that mirror unchanged.  The word at the end of our passage today tells us the end result of only 
hearing the word is to mislead oneself. 
 



    But, the one who is a doer of the word also looks into the mirror of the Word made flesh in 
Jesus Christ.  Instead of observing and then going away, this person perseveres.  Instead of 
forgetting what is seen, or excusing it, this person keeps at the hard but necessary task of acting 
out the mirror’s vision for daily life.  The vision given by God’s word becomes the blueprint for 
one’s own words, actions, and decisions.  The living Word incarnate in Christ is a word to be 
taken to heart in ways that find it expressed in our life.  The end result of being a doer of the 
word is not deception, but blessing. 
 
    I could use thousands of examples of people and groups in our church who are doers of the 
word, but I want to take a slightly different approach.  I have been thinking about the outside 
groups who use our church facility.  We provide space every week to people who are doing 
something to make their lives better.  AA and Al Anon meet in our church and these are 
programs which support and guide people, and their loved ones, as they navigate the process 
of becoming and remaining sober.   
 
   We provide space to the Community Chorus and south Milwaukee Municipal Band each year.  
These groups provide places for folks to share their gift of music with others.  How many times 
do you meet a musician who says, ‘”well I use to play in a band, or I use to sing but I haven’t 
done that in years.   These groups provide a place for people to express their gift again in ways 
that can be enjoyed by the public.   
 
    We know the times we have been tempted to tell someone,” Do as I say, not as I do.”  This 
may express the weakness that will at times surface in our lives – the gap between words of 
faith and the actions of faith.  However, we cannot be content to leave matters there.  James 
reminds us we are called to be doers of the Word, practitioners of the good news, so our lives 
become good news for all. 
 
    Integrity is a word I’ll use to sum up the relationship between our words and our actions.  
Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “Go put your creed into your deed.”  And Heny Adams, also of 
the 19th century said, “What you do speaks so loudly, I can’t hear what you are saying.” 
 
    Integrity is important in the life of the faithful.  So dear friends, as we begin a new fall season 
let’s commit ourselves again to be “Doers of the Word, and no merely hearers.” And at every 
turn let’s celebrate and compliment those we see being Doers of the Word.”  For in our doing 
of the Word we find the purpose of God and the blessing of God upon us.   
 
Amen 

   


