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   Today is Rally day at Emanuel, as it is at many churches across the country.  Excitement is in 
the air as young people return from summer break and Sunday school begins.  Our church 
celebrates with Root beer floats for the children, other churches have picnics, or ice cream and 
more as children meet their new classrooms and teachers for the coming year.   
 
   So it is a spiritual treat that we have this passage from the 50th chapter of Isaiah in which a 
servant of God is telling how God has given him the “Tongue of a teacher.”   But what exactly 
does it mean to have the “tongue of a teacher.”  
 
    First of all, having the tongue of a teacher in the church begins with ears open to God.  In 
Isaiah we hear the servant say, “Morning by morning God wakens – wakens my ear to listen as 
those who are taught.  The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious.”   Opening 
our ears and hearts to God through prayer or meditation, by reading scripture, through music, 
by quietness even for a few moments -- helps us prepare for the teaching moment.  Having the 
tongue of teacher includes listening to our own history of teachers we have had… pooling the 
best attributes from them, and incorporating those into your style and approach.  Teaching in 
the church always begins with listening to God, and following positive examples. 
 
    Secondly the Tongue of a teacher includes having something to say.  In today’s world we are 
experiencing a shift in our understanding of authority.   Remember the days of turning to 
“experts.”  Consumer Reports was a source for reviews of the best electronics, and cars, and so 
much more; we didn’t read user reviews on Amazon.com.  Walter Cronkite was trusted to 
provide the daily news, not strangers on Twitter.  Dennis Getto guided us to the best 
restaurants, not reviews on Yelp.  Today more people are starting to find authority and 
guidance from the reviews of everyday users, not professionals. 
 
    The voices of Authority are shifting and the church needs to keep pace.   In the church 
personal testimony is our form of “user review.”  The United Church of Christ recognizing the 
transforming power of Christ in our lives, began gathering 2-3 minute videos of UCC members 
telling how their life was improved, even saved when they found a UCC home.  The videos are 
powerful, personal testimony from women who found a church where they were given equal 
rights, from gay youth who found a place that loved them out of suicidal thoughts, from 
mentally and physically challenged folks who found a church to call home… on and on… 
powerful stories of lives changed, saved, and transformed by God.  In a way these testimonies 
become a “user review” of the work of God’s Spirit through the United Church of Chruist.  
 
   So if having the tongue of a teacher includes open ears, and having something to say, then 
finally it includes “Saying it.”  The servant in our story tells us his words could sustain the weary, 
give power to the faint, and  strengthen the powerless.  Using a phrase I heard from Rev. Carol 
Howard Merritt, we in the mainline church need voice lessons.  We can no longer expect that 



our actions of caring and loving others automatically identify us as Christians.  We all have 
stories of how God’s love made us stronger, how the Holy Spirit provided a way out of 
impossible situations, how Christ saved us.  We each have the ability to identify the 
characteristics which bring us back to Emanuel, and our voice lessons can help us start sharing 
our story with others regularly.   
 
    It reminds me of one of the UCC Daily Devotionals this week where author, Rev. John 
Edgerton puts forth a simple challenge…  Tell someone today how God is blessing you!    
     
    In closing let me add…  Our testimony, our faith story, our witness, our teaching; the one that 
awakens from being open to God.  Well the story isn’t only  a personal thing 
 
   We live in a big world, with big issues and challenges.  Nuclear deals with the Middle East, 
Refugees fleeing into Europe, conflicts between police and community members, high 
Homicide rates, terrorist threats, all the isms, all the phobias, rising concerns about solitary 
confinement, and so much more.  God is speaking through us about these issues too.   
 
    I sat at the new “Terrace” in South Shore Park Wednesday night and talked with Mark from 
Bayview’s Eco-village about an initiative he and some others are proposing to have our local 
news channels in Milwaukee have a “tornado” or “storm” type warning on screen when the 
sewer, lower tunnel and overflow systems reach capacity and those systems and the lake itself 
could be assisted by citizens voluntarily limiting our water use.  Our faith, our lives, our voice 
lessons need to listen and speak to the issues of our day.     
 
   So if it is in you, get out and march, or write letters, engage in dialogue with those truly 
interested, contact your legislator about your hopes for a better world.  No, you don’t have to 
take on the fullness of public opinion with a post on facebook, or twitter, but our faith calls us 
to healthy dialogue and debate in the social sphere.  
 
   As we do so we can be confident we all have the resources we need...  The assurance from 
God that.    
 
God will help us hear with open ears 
God will give us something to say which sustains the weary or can heals the world 
God will give us words and courage to speak our faith story!! 
 
   Voice lessons.  Anyone know a good voice teacher? 
 
Amen 
 
 
     


