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   On Tuesday I was out for a walk along the shore of Lake Michigan.  Traveling south from South 
Shore Park along a path that winds between small cliffs and the beach.  The temperature was 
nice, the sky was sunny and blue.  Many people were walking, jogging, biking, and enjoying the 
day.  It is a route I have travelled hundreds of times.  But this time I saw something I had never 
seen before. 
 
    It saw a concrete curb installment on the side of the path.  It was about 4 feet long and had a 
saying painted on the top surface, “Heaven is under our feet, as well as above our heads.” 
 
   Was this some reference to the unscientific 3 tiered universe of the bible?  You know the one 
where heaven is up there, earth is here in the middle, and hell is down below somewhere.   
 
   But as I kept walking, I couldn’t stop repeating the saying in my mind, “heaven is under our 
feet, as well as above our heads.”  The more I repeated it, the more I realized the author was 
saying something else – something very contemporary and deeply spiritual.   
 
    Our Stewardship theme this year comes from the book of the Prophet Jeremiah.  Jeremiah 
was called as a boy to the tremendously difficult work of being a prophet.  Jeremiah was what 
scholars have come to call a ‘classic Prophet’ one who was a mouthpiece for God.  These 
prophets had the demanding task of calling God’s people to examine the way they are living.  
Warning them grave consequences like captivity, destruction, or exile could be on the horizon if 
they don’t change, calling for justice and repentance, and then trying to provide a roadmap for 
God’s restoration and Hope.  Into a time of exile, when everything around the people of Israel 
looked hopeless, looked destroyed, looked most Un-blessed, Jeremiah writes to them with a 
promise from God,  “For surely I know the plans I have for you, to give you a future with hope.”  
And this line is our Stewardship theme for 2015 at Emanuel.   
 
    This theme provides powerful words of hope to any community of faith seeking to be faithful, 
thankful, and to grow. 
 
   The stewardship theme makes it clear, even when we can’t see what God is doing -- God in 
God’s infinite mystery has hopeful intentions for us.  Even when we can just barely perceive 
what the future may hold, God has a clear vision for God’s people.   Review Emanuel’s history 
just briefly to see what I mean.  135 years ago no one had yet imagined the first protestant 
church in Hales Corners.  But here we are.  100 years ago Emanuel’s founders would not have 
envisioned our church being served by an ordained Female pastor, yet you have been faithfully 
served by several.  75 years ago our forbearers could not have envisioned a fully accessible 
building with separate classrooms, a beautiful organ and sanctuary, and severa spaces for 
fellowship.  50 years ago we would not have imagined the tremendous responsibility, and 
delight, of granting 10’s of thousands of mission dollars each year to individuals, families and 



agencies to help them through a time of temporary financial distress and support important 
mission work.  20 years ago members would not have dreamed Emanuel would become an 
Open and Affirming Congregation.  5 years ago we would not have imagined the President of 
the United Church of Christ, Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Black who retired this past summer, would 
preach right here in Emanuel’s pulpit during his tenure as President.  2 years ago most of us had 
no idea beautiful new signs were on the way for our front yard.  
 
    Still today there are God-inspired, hope driven ideas floating around Emanuel’s leadership.  A 
tasteful video system for the sanctuary, a public garden, solar panels, and, of course the one 
item we have agreed to emphasize as a, priority for this year’s budget – Minister of Family Life 
Part time, who will help us organize and further strengthen our ministry with families, children, 
youth, young adults, and Park’s Edge.   Jeremiah’s words still ring true, “For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, to give you a future with hope.”  What Jeremiah is telling us is we simply 
cannot begin to imagine, the hope-filled, grace-laden, joyful plans God has for Emanuel in the 
future.   
 
   See Stewardship matters because the sign I saw along my walk is right.  “Heaven IS under our 
feet as well as above our heads.”  Hope is unfolding all around us.  God’s power and love and 
forgiveness is all around.  God’s healing and courage and comfort are as close as the air we 
breathe.   
 
  The bible begins with God’s goodness right in Genesis chapter 1 where we read all living 
things, all of the natural order are products of original blessing.   When God separated the light 
from the dark and divided the water from the land, God called them good.  When God defined 
the sun from the moon and stars, God called them good.  When God called forth living 
creatures, birds of the air, fish of the sea, plants of the field, God called them good.  When God 
made man and woman, long before any fruit was eaten from any trees, God called humankind 
“good.”   
 
    I have become absolutely convinced this is what the street artist is saying on the curb along 
the path in south shore park.  Announcing to all who pass by, Heaven isn’t just a blissful 
afterlife, it is right now, we can experience heaven below our feet, as well as above our heads… 
as well as sitting next to us, as well as graduating from the Guest House educational program, 
as well as in a frustrated co-worker, as well as begging on the street, as well as walking through 
our doors each day to attend Park’s Edge, as well as driving beside us, or living next door.   
 
   The whole verse in Jeremiah goes like this, “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”   When we 
see heaven unfolding around us, we begin to sense the pulse of Jeremiah’s words coming true.   
 
    Thankful to a God who has instilled blessing and hope into the world.  Thankful a God who 
sets our congregation on a path to a hope filled future.  Thankful to serve God with a 
congregation who is inspired to Radical Generosity, I humbly offer thanks to God for those of 



you who have already made a pledge, and I encourage the rest of us to generously join in this 
spiritual practice where we say thank you to God.     
 
Amen 
 
     
 


