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    This story invites an exercise in imagination.  So let me try to paint a picture.  It is spring in 
Jericho, one of the oldest cities in the world.  Archeologists working in Jericho claim they have 
discovered over 20 different levels of settlements dating back nearly 11,000 years.  On this day 
about 2000 years ago, under a blue sky, the palm trees are rustling in a slight breeze as the 
clear waters of the nearby springs are rippling along.  The shopkeepers are displaying their 
goods, people gather to gossip or bargain, and a young Rabbi, followed by a large crowd, sets 
out on a fateful journey to Jerusalem. 
  
    As the Rabbi and his large group leave the city, a blind beggar is sitting on the edge of town 
by his favorite shade tree and he cries out for mercy.  Some in the group tell him to be quiet.  
But he cries louder for the young Rabbi to give him mercy.  The Rabbi is not as impatient as the 
crowd with him.  He stops and asks the beggar named Bartimaeus to come to him, and in the 
encounter Bartimeaus is healed, and the large crowd with the Rabbi is given Spiritual sight.  Can 
you imagine... 
 
    Can you imagine the disciples, and the crowd following Jesus because they are persuaded by 
Jesus’ message about the first being last and the last being first and it is they who become the 
very ones who try to silence a blind beggar crying out for mercy? 
 
    Can you imagine the blind beggar calling Jesus by the title, “Son of David,” indicating he 
knows Jesus is God’s anointed one, while the disciples still don’t fully understand who their 
friend is? 
 
    Can you imagine this is more a story about the Spiritual blindness of the disciples, and 
perhaps of us, instead of the physical blindness of Bartimeaus? 
 
    Can you imagine being so close to Jesus we actually make it more difficult for others to get 
close to him? 
 
    Can you imagine how this story of Blind Bart being healed and following Jesus to the Cross 
serves as a witness to the life-altering consequences placed upon anyone who is granted the 
sight to see who Jesus really is? 
 
    Can you imagine what sort of truths you, or I have missed in our lives because we were not 
tuned into the voices that come from the margins? 
 
    Can you imagine the tremendous strength and commitment it took for Jesus to constantly go 
against the crowd, against conventional wisdom, against the status quo? 
 



    Can you imagine Jesus is calling you, and I, to conjure up the same tremendous strength and 
commitment in our lives today? 
 
    Can you imagine having nothing, no savings, no credit rating, no family, no friends, no 
resources, no church – all you have is a cloak, and our faith, as you prepare for a life or death 
struggle? 
 
    Can you imagine your response if Jesus asked you, What is it that I can do for you?   
 
    Can you imagine if Jesus came your way at the very moment you were facing life or death… 
and you called to him… and he healed you?    
 
    Imagination gets a bad name today.  We tell children, “you are just imagining that.”  Or 
“That’s only in your imagination.”   We condemn daydreaming.  But, my second Cousin, Mr. 
Jose Vega is a retired architect and artist.   He has a mind for developing creativity.  When his 
grandchildren were born he said to their parents, “If you want your children to grow up as 
artists, don’t give them endless crayons and paper, ask them to tell you, ‘what do they see?’ 
 
     For us to overcome the impossibilities and obstacles of our modern world with Christ’s 
mercy will require a renewed embrace of God’s imagination.  The problems we face are 
multilayered and complex.  We will need to see with eyes healed by Jesus… 
 
     Can we see Law Enforcement Officials, Concerned Citizens and the Black Lives Matters 
groups gathering at the table and having impactful dialogue about problems which exist?  Can 
we envision a world in which the inequalities and attitudes which create racism, don’t exist?  
 
     Can we see peace in the Middle East like the owner of an Israeli Hummus Café who gives 
50% discounts to Jews and Arabs who dine together? 
 
    Can we picture a country in which in mass shootings never happen? 
 
    Can we see saying “No” to billionaire owners of a sports team who ask the public to help fund 
a new stadium?  Would our answer be any different if it were the Packers? 
 
    Can we see what it looks like to Syrian Refugees, fleeing one of the most dangerous situations 
in our world today, as they watch other countries debate “how many” refugees they can 
handle?   Can we see a picture of Syria where peacefulness prevails and no one needs to flee? 
 
     Can we see poverty eliminated, hunger eradicated, old and young, male and female treated 
equally? 
 
    Can we imagine a way to navigate international differences without even a Threat of War?  
This takes the kind of eyesight Jesus gives us.  Kingdom eyesight! 
 



    Some want to dismiss our Kingdom of God faith, they say Christians are dreamers, they tell 
us, “You are imagining a utopian world which isn’t possible.”  And some Christians buy into this.  
Some of us begin to think the kingdom of God is a pipedream, a never-Neverland, or at 
minimum an ever-after land.  When we can’t see anymore this blind beggar becomes our 
model.  He shows us how to cry out to Jesus to restore our hope and vision.     
     
    The story tells us at Blind Bart’s most hopeless moment, when he called out to Jesus with his 
last strand of hope.  Not sure if Jesus might join the crowd and tell him to be quiet, Jesus 
replies, “Take Heart.” 
 
    We need our sight healed when we can no longer see God’s Kingdom.  That’s when Jesus 
draws near, listens for our cry, and gives us heart.  He opens our eyes not only so our sight is 
restored; but so the Vision of God’s Kingdom is renewed to all who are near.   
 
    So, can we imagine it?, Can we see?     
 
Amen 


