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     For many Congregations in the United Church of Christ, today is Stewardship Sunday.   All 
that we have, all that we are comes from God.  So stewardship season is a time set aside to talk 
about how we use all our time, our talents, our passions, our resources and our money to give 
thanks to God throughout the year.    
 
    As we are a little ahead of the curve here at Emanuel, we celebrated Stewardship Sunday 
several weeks ago.  So, today I want to say Thank you to everyone who give many hours to 
make the Fall Stewardship program a success.  The Stewardship committee chooses a theme, 
finds creative ways to introduce the theme in worship, prepares letters and pledge cards for the 
entire congregation, organizes people to share Stewardship moments, provides weekly updates 
in worship and so much more.  Thank you Executive Council who chooses a priority for the 
Budget which will help our church respond to the way we hear God calling us to grow in 
ministry and mission.  Thank you Karin, office Manager who compiles the pledge cards into a 
general report each week and forward the totals to those who need then information.  Thank 
you Board of Trustees who reviews previous budgets and expenses to prepare a budget to 
present to the congregation for discussion and approval.  And none of this would be possible 
without the generous response of you!  Thank you members and friends of Emanuel Church 
who faithfully pledge and give to the work of Christ through Emanuel. 
 
    The story of the Widow putting her last money in the temple treasury is a traditional story for 
Stewardship Sunday.  Jesus points his disciples to the “great” gift she is giving, more than all the 
rich people.  More in the sense of what she is giving up; the illusion of self-preservation, than 
the total amount she is actually dropping in.  But today I want to open this story into a different 
light.   
 
     I think Jesus is also asking his followers to examine why they do what they do for God.  I 
would suggest Jesus is warning us about those we might call, “Show offs.”   
 
   Jesus knows -- people who unconsciously show off may appear to be happy on the outside, 
but their soul is often troubled.  And while others often assume those who show off are 
arrogant; what Jesus knows is more likely they are speaking not from confidence, but from self-
doubt; they don’t feel noticed, they feel underestimated by others, and they are too willing to 
let the opinions of others shape what they think of themselves.   
 
    So today Jesus is teaching a class on how to avoid being a show off.  It isn’t wrong to wear a 
robe and say prayers in public spaces, but it is if we are doing it to say “look at me.”  It certainly 
isn’t wrong to put large sums in Emanuel’s treasury, (PAUSE, so I snuck in a little stewardship 
there I guess) but if we are using our gift to point to ourselves by waving our big check around, 
or bragging “I give more than you,” instead of pointing our gift and gratitude to God; then Jesus 
teaches us, we are out of line.  



 
    Jesus is trying to help us understand that his people can offer their good, God given gifts to 
the world, and still do so for all the wrong reasons; AND this is just as unhealthy for our spirit as 
physically harming or teasing someone.  It is as if Jesus’ goal here is to train our motivations 
even more than our behavior. 
   
    I think Jesus would tell us that there are costs in showing off.  Do we get into debt over our 
head to have that brand new car or bigger home so everyone will “notice us?”  Do we risk our 
health on convenience foods, and sacrifice exercise so our bosses will flatter us with praise?  Do 
we skip time for rest, hobbies, and play; because we worry others will think we are lazy?  Jesus 
is teaching that the drive to keep up with the Kardashians is contributing to mental and physical 
health issues, addiction, and environmental problems we face.    
 
    Jesus knows our priorities are messed up when being rich in money is what makes us 
important, instead of being rich in God.  Jesus knows something is wrong when life is defined as 
helping our self, instead of helping others.  Jesus knows the temple needs big gifts to keep its 
doors open, but God’ needs faithful gifts that make space within a person for their lives to be 
transformed, because a church of people with no room for God, is not really a church at all. 
Jesus knows any security that we think we have built for ourselves, our homes, or our nation is 
a façade; because our only true security in this life and the next, is in living God’s way.   
 
    So he points his disciples to a woman, a widow who gave all she had, and did so humbly, 
quietly, giving enough that it actually makes her trust God a little more. 
 
    During my sabbatical I met adults in Hawai’i, all who had lived the job with long hours, 
mortgage, car payment, commute, bills, taxes, over schedule, over achieve, try to please 
everyone else life.   
 
    They had decided to life differently.  They made decisions by consensus, not hierarchy.  They 
sought ways to cooperate instead of compete.  They decided to make a positive impact on 
environmental health by powering with solar panels, using water from a rainwater catchment 
and filtration system, growing much of their own food organically, using environmentally safe 
cleaning products, and sharing their gifts and skills of dance, group facilitation, music, art, 
childcare, home care, cooking, as well as other knowledge and expertise, to enrich their life 
together. 
 
    We may not be ready for that big a change.  But, in small, quiet, humble ways we can make 
daily decisions to reclaim the idea in 1 Timothy, chapter 6:19, “In this way they will lay up 
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of 
the life that is truly life.” 
 
    One of the guides I try to use as I navigate daily decisions comes from a social media site 
which helps me keep life in perspective, and seek new ways to make room for God to transform 
my life in new ways.  Let me close with a few postings… 



 
   “An arrow can be shot only by pulling it backwards first.  So when life is dragging you back 
with difficulties, it means that it’s going to launch you into something great.”  Or, “Learn how to 
have fun without alcohol, talk without cell phones, dream without drugs, smile without selfies, 
and love without conditions.”  Another, “Neurologists claim that every time you resist acting on 
your anger, you’re actually rewiring your brain to be calmer and more loving.”   
 
    And one last one, “I love hanging out with people who make me forget to look at my phone.” 
 
    When life becomes overstressed, over-burdened, overwhelming, remember the Widow’s gift, 
it can be our gift too, to make room in our soul for God to move in. 
 
Amen 
  


