
Christmas Eve 7pm Service    Meditation   2015     “God Enters the Chaos”   
 
    A devoted Christian woman was talking to me the other day, sharing about all the work it 
takes to prepare for Christmas in her family.  With children and relatives and so many others 
wanting to trade gifts, attend parties, and share dinner she said to me, “Bill, I go to church and I 
feel like I understand what the season of Christmas is all about; it’s about the birth of Christ, the 
love of God, and all the Hope, Peace, Joy and love born into the world through that Special 
baby.  But then I leave church and I look at my busy calendar and the meaning of Christmas gets 
jumbled.  It can be very hard to keep the true meaning of Christmas.   
 
    Surely we all can understand what she is saying.  We lament how commercialized Christmas 
has become.  But let’s compare the first Christmas with modern times.  Being busy resonates 
with the biblical story of when Jesus was born.  In those days there was great chaos.  We will 
hear tonight in Luke’s gospel how Joseph and Pregnant Mary had to travel from Nazareth in 
Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, about 70 miles.  And then there is all 
the commotion with the shepherds and the angels.  Then there is the “No Room” sign hanging 
on the Inn.  Surely we can picture the Inn Keeper waving his finger side to side and saying “No 
Room sorry -- out back with you.”  Perhaps you have read about the one year a child was 
playing the innkeeper in the program at his church and after repeatedly denying Joseph’s 
request for a room, the holy couple turned and began to leave and the young innkeeper said, 
“Ok you can have my room.”  Anyway you look at it cosmic Chaos abounds.    
 
   Then, In Matthew’s gospel the story is differently, but the chaos is still present.  Joseph and 
Mary are engaged when they discover Mary is pregnant.  Joseph considers leaving Mary, and it 
takes an angel visiting him in a dream with cosmic implications to convince him to stay.  And 
after Jesus is born there is the whole scene with King Herod and the magi.  The king trying to 
have the baby killed, and the magi following a star to bring the baby gifts. 
 
    But that’s how the Christmas story is, isn’t it?   It speaks right into the Chaos, and busyness, 
and fear of this season.  It calms and centers us, if even for a moment.  It is worded a little 
differently but this divine pause is there in both gospels.  In Luke, the shepherds tell Mary about 
the glorious power of this child and we hear, “Mary treasures these words, and ponders them 
in her heart.” 
 
    And in Matthew’s gospel when Mary learns that she is pregnant and Joseph is about to 
“dismiss here quietly,” we hear… “Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 
and said, ‘do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife.’”   
 
    In the middle of the Chaos Mary discovers time to ponder God and Joseph uncovers time to 
behold God’s miracle.  And that is my suggestion to the busy devoted Christian Mother, and to 
all of us on this Christmas Eve.  Holiday chaos WILL be unavoidable for many of us.  But we can 
resist it, and fight it, turning the holiday into a string of busyness for the sake of busyness, just 
to get it done whatever IT is; to have the best meal ever, give the best gift ever, try to make 



sure nothing goes wrong like a Christmas Card picture; making Christmas appear as if it all 
depends upon us. 
 
    Or in the middle of the chaos, as family, friends, or a moment of stillness arrives; as faces 
light up with smiles of joy, a candle flickers in the dark, or good smells loft from the kitchen, as 
the decorations twinkle and the thank you’s are exchanged… In the middle of it all we can 
ponder, like Mary, we can behold, like Joseph…   
     
    Something Spiritual IS unfolding right before us.  God is here, there, being born to us.  So in 
the middle of the chaos, we can look for Christ and claim the Hope, Peace, Joy and love he 
brings to us then, now, and always.  It may not be picture perfect Christmas card, but it will 
honor the true meaning of Christmas as a gift from God birthing something new within and 
around us.    
 
Merry Christmas!    
 
 


