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    Christmas can be a crazy season.  We change the décor of our homes, often moving around 
entire rooms to decorate for a month or so.  We change our wardrobe to red and green 
sweaters, we load up on food we don’t normally eat, and listen to seasonal music.  John 
Wagner, creator of the comic strip Crabby Road had one of his comic characters ask, “What 
other time of the year do you sit in front of a dead tree in the living room and eat candy out of 
your socks.”  
 
    In the Church we call these days leading up to Christmas the season of Advent.  A time when 
we prepare ourselves to receive the power of God born in Jesus Christ.  This is a time of 
reflection and self-examination.  This is a time when we are watching and waiting for the 
coming of our Savior.  How do we prepare our hearts to receive the power of God?  In our the 
book of the prophet Malachi we hear part of our preparation is fire.    
 
    A couple of years ago archeologists working in the Holy Land made an interesting discovery.  
They were excavating the foundation of a building but could not determine what this building 
was used for in antiquity.  The discovery came when someone noticed that the mountain 
behind the building was not a mountain.  Rather, it was a pile of slag. S-L-A-G!!  Slag is the waist 
by product of refining metal.  
 
    Obviously this building was where people mined and produced metal products like gold, 
silver and more.  By the size of the slag mountain there must have been a tremendous amount 
of refining going on.   The refining process uses fire to heat the ore to a liquid state and 
separate the metal from the impurities.  The end-product would be pure metal.  The by-product 
would be waist or slag.   
 
    In the first verse of Chapter 3 the prophet Malachi says, “The Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come into his temple…”  Then Malachi uses this image of processing metal to describe 
what the Lord’s coming will mean for the people.  He will come “like a refiner’s fire… he will 
purify the descendants of Levi…” and God will remove the impurities in our lives and make us 
like pure gold and silver.  
 
    Here is the thing about refining… the metal after refining is identical to its original state, just 
purer.  Why did purity matter?  Malachi tells us -- The second chapter of the book of this 
prophet is about profound abuses by those who occupy the priestly office.  Priests were setting 
the table of sacrifice with animals that were imperfect all because they were cheaper, easier to 
find, and, well after everything was burned who would even know.  But the practice was 
deceptive and according to Malachi, God saw this as sin.   
 
   The other issue was the Priests were speaking words that caused others to stumble.  
Congregations would leave worship having not growing in love for one another, without healing 



relationships with God, themselves and each other.  This was like being a traitor to God’s 
purposes and the prophet Malachi said this too, is sin. 
 
   Now before we come down too harshly on those called into the priestly office, remember all 
of us, if we are honest, will recognize that there are impurities in our lives.  Things like 
resentment, bitterness, self-centeredness, hard feelings and more.  People we have just 
decided to avoid. 
 
    This morning we lit the second candle on the Advent Wreath for peace.  In Hebrew the word 
is Shalom.  Shalom means may all be right between me and God and may all be right between 
me and you.  Do we have peace with God, with each other, or are their impurities in our lives 
that are keeping us from fully loving?   No need to become too negative about these things 
because we all have them, so let’s just call it our slag.   Advent is a season when we honestly 
examine ourselves and ask the Lord to refine us.  
 
    For many years parts of the Christian church have treated some people as slag.  So let me be 
clear and say what slag is not.  Slag is not being divorced, or single, or part of a blended family.  
Slag is not the decision to leave an abusive or neglectful relationship.  Slag is not being in an 
interracial marriage.  Slag is not your gender, gender identity, or orientation.  Slag is not the 
language you speak or the country you are from.  Slag is not the color of your skin, or being rich 
or poor.  Slag is not your wrinkles, or bald head, or gray hair.  Slag is not your weight or your 
height.  Slag is not living with a mental illness, or physical disability, or disfigurement.  Having 
served time in jail is not slag.  Slag is not using the assistance of a wheelchair, or walker, or 
crutches.  Slag is not being Muslim, or Jewish, or Sikh, Hindu or Buddhist, or even agnostic.  This 
is NOT slag and as Christ’s Church we need to continually say this out loud as we seek to 
counter the voices that speak hatred and bigotry in the name of Christ.  These are not thing 
things that need to be refined in us. 
 
    But there are some ways we could use refining and the prophet Malachi reminds us to let 
God into the process, “God is like a refiner’s fire…” – God will purify and cleanse us. 
 
    That is what Advent is.  We profess that Christ has come to refine us with Love, to mold us 
with forgiveness and to burn away any impurities that we may embrace new life.   
 
    So in the middle of the Cloud of activity during advent,  may we remember to adore and 
claim the power of this Child,  
 
Only Christ can grant ultimate purpose to your life and mine.   
Only Christ can empower you to be all that you might.   
Only Christ holds the power to give eternal life.   
Only Christ can save us! 
 



    As we come to the communion table this morning, may we allow our slag to be separated 
from our Spirit, that we may grow more and more into the image of our savior; authentic, 
bright, undiluted, and true.   
 
    For after all, a refiner can’t make us something that we aren’t already.  Which points to the 
best good news of Malachi’s prophecy; at our deepest and most basic level, Malachi assures us: 
God has made each of us, yes, you and you and you and all of us, as precious as silver and gold.  
As we become refined, our full value shines through.   
 
Amen 
 
       


